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Paul and Silas were Praying and Singing Songs
(Acts 16:25)

Greetings to the readers of “Hanna
Krupa’ magazine in the precious name of
out Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Our God
is our refuge and we should always be
happy in all the circumstances. Paul and
Silas were persecuted for no fault of theirs.
They were scolded, beaten severely for
having saved a girl, from the slavery of de-
mon in Philippi. They were put in jail and
the jailor took all precautions so that they
would not escape. At that time Paul and
Silas, instead of grumbling, they were pray-
ing and singing. We have to take God’s tes-
timonies as an heritage forever as they are
the rejoicing of our heart.

Paul and Silas were happy amidst suf-
fering. The joy of the believers is not condi-
tioned by outward circumstances. God's
power is made perfect in weakness. Paul
Says in 2Cor.12:10, “I can take pleasure in
infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in
persecutions, in distresses, for Christ’s
sake, for when | am weak, then | am strong,
“God can transform our limitations into our
heavenly advantages. Our weakness in a
blessing when we lean on God'’s strength.

Paul and Silas were delivered by an
earth quake and this resulted in further
progress for the gospel the salvation of the
jailor and the members of his family. When
there was an earthquake, the prison’s foun-
dations were shaken the prisons doors
were opened and the chains that tied the
prisoners were loosened. This incident was
clearly a natural event occurred in the right
place and at the right time, accomplishing

God’s intended purpose to free His ser-
vants. The jailor was shocked thinking that
all the prisoners had escaped and he was
afraid that he would be hanged. But to his
pleasant surprise, Paul declared that all the
prisoners were there and nobody escaped.
The jailor having observed their faith, asked
them what he should do in order to get
saved, the most important question one
could ask. Paul replied that one has to be-
lieve in the name of Jesus Christ and focus
his faith and commitment in the Lord Jesus.
One has to believe that Jesus is the son of
God. One should draw near him, remain in
Him and commit his troubled life to Him with
assurance that He will lead him through, to
the eternal presence of the Lord. The jailor
along with the members of his family got
baptized. This signifies an end to the life of
sin and the beginning of a new life in Christ.
We must turn our back on the world and all
that is evil, and live a new life in the spirit
that reflects God’s righteousness. We are
in God’s hands, no matter what others are
saying about us. He is seeing our distress,
and in time, He will repay us for the cursing
we have received. So let us trustin Him and
abide in His love. We can endure life’s
wrongs because we know that God will
make all things right. So let us remain stead-
fast in serving him all our days. Paul deter-
mined to finish his race with joy.

We have to see how Habakkuk dem-
onstrated his supreme faith in God when he
declared, that even if the fruit trees, the fig
trees, the olive trees and vines produce no
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crops, or if the fields yielded no harvest and
the animals died and there were no flocks,
he would still trust in God. Outward circum-
stances would never cause him to leave
God. The joy of the Lord is ever the
believer’s portion and it is never out of sea-
son. Those who trust God, will find their
strength in Him. God is our refuge and
strength and a very present help in trouble.
Our witness for Christ is the light for a world
of darkness. We must cast all our care upon
Him for He careth for us.

Loving God is easy for us, when He
grants our requests and provides what we
desire, but loving Him in difficult circum-
stances is not that easy and our faith is put
to a test. In Daniel 3rd Chapter we read of
the life and death decision, Shadrach,
Meshach and Abednego, had to make. If
they chose to worship the golden image,
they would live. If they refused they would
be cast into the midst of a burning fiery fur-
nace. They hoped, that their living God
would deliver them from the burning fiery
furnace and out of the hand of the king
Nebuchadnezer and they were prepared to
die even if their God did not deliver them.
They were firm in not worshipping the idol.
In Heb.13:5 we read “I will never leave thee
nor forsake thee”. The reason we can be

content with little or nothing in this life, is the
promise of God. When Shedrach,
Meashach and Abednego were thrown in to
the heated furnace, the king Nebchadnezer
could see a fourth person with the three and
they were not put to harm in the furnace.
The king was surprised and understood the
might of God and he turned from one ex-
tremity to another God is all powerful. We
must trust him and have hope in Him in spite
of the trials that threaten to overwhelm us.
When Job’s wife asked Job to stop lov-
ing God, as he had to face distress, Job gave
her an apt reply, “shall we receive good at
the hand of God and shall we not receive
evil?” Job continued to trust God, when he
faced the worst circumstances. Isa.34:20
says, the Lord redeemeth the soul of ser-
vants and none of them that trust in him shall
be desolate. In Proverbs 29:25 we read that
the fear of man bringeth a snare but whose
putteth his trust in the lord shall be safe. We
must cling to the Lord in prayer. When we
obey God the bitter circumstances of our
lives can become sweet. God uses our dif-
ficulties to make us better but not bitter. May
God bless you all.
S. Kamalamma
Principal
Y.S.V.R.M. Girls Colleges, Pulivendula
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