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The Care of the Divine Providence

Greetings to the readers of this pas-
sage in the precious name of the Lord Jesus
Christ. Today we shall mediate on the care
of the Divine providence. Those who wait
upon the Lord in the way of the duty may
hope to be both protected and supplied by a
particular care of the Divine Providence.
God loves all equally whether we are poor
or rich, whether we love Him or not, whether
we have position or not.

In 2 Kings 4th chapter, we come across
two women, one poor and the other rich. But
both of them have problems. No one is with-
out problems in this world. They vary from
person to person. In the case of the 1st per-
son, she has lost her husband, her bread
winner. The woman is facing financial crisis
with debts and her two sons are going to be
the slaves to the creditor. She is upset. She
doesn't have any body to come to her res-
cue. She approached the prophet Elisha.
Elisha performed a miracle by increasing the
oil supply for the widow. He provided enough
oil for her to pay her debt and to maintain
her family. The woman acts as advised by
him and is relieved of her problems in a mi-
raculous manner. Elisha's miraculous acts
recorded in this chapter present spiritual
truths in a dramatic action. The narrative of
the widow and her children reveals that God
cares for His children in need and in trouble.
The widow and her children represent God's
forsaken and appressed people. Compas-
sion and care for the needy are signs of
genuine faith in God and true piety.

The second woman of Shunnam is rich
and is known for her friendly reception of
the guests (hospitality). She is barren (un-
fruitful). The narrative of this wealthy
shunnammite. Contains 3 parts (1) God
blesses the faithful woman by giving her a
son (8-17). (2) God caused her to be se-

verely tested by permitting the son to be
taken away from her (18-21). (3) God re-
stored her son's life as she held firmly to
God's word of promise (22,28,37) afflictions.
Many times God allows His faithful ones to
pass through inexplicable trials and afflic-
tions. (Heb.17:40, Job 1st and 2nd Chap-
ters) but then later, they experience His
love, grace and compassion as they hold
firmly to Him in faith (Ps.25:1, Rom.8:28 &
Heb.11:6). A woman finds joy and content-
ment when she becomes a mother, the
Shunemite woman lost her son and she
approaches the prophet and God uses
Elisha to revive the life of the dead boy. This
incident highlights the Shunammite woman's
perseverance and her maternal love. The
Bible says that God's love is more intense
than that of a mother's (Isa.49:15). Elisha
intercedes with God to get back the life of
the boy. The woman had a prophet's reward
as she had received Elisha in the name of a
prophet.

These two incidents remind us of God's
care, His power and concern for His chil-
dren. God will definitely fulfil our needs at
the appropriate time. The eyes of the Lord
are on those who fear Him, on those hope
is in His unfailing love, to deliver them from
death and keep them alive in famine. "the
young lions do lack and suffer hunger, but
they that seek the Lord, shall not want any
good thing" (Ps.34:10). "Therefore, take no
thought saying, 'what shall we eat? Or what
shall we drink? or where with shall we be
clothed? For after all, those things do the
gentile seek. For, your Heavenly Father
knoweth we have need of all these things.
But seek ye the kingdom of God and His
righteousness and all these things shall be
added unto you" (Matt. 6:31-33).

Smt. Kamalamma, Pulivendula
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