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The coal mine

The overalls we slipped into, were freshly
washed and white. Now we strapped the battery
packs to our belts and fastened the lights to our
helmets. Ready to descend deep into the earth,
to visit a coal mine.

As we entered the lift shaft sunlight van-
ished and we descended into the dark bowels of
the earth. Down, down, and even farther down
we went. Arriving at the bottom we boarded a
little train and were soon travelling for miles to
the place where the coal face appeared and
the miners were chipping loose the sought - af-
ter material.

I could not help but think of what this
material at one time was. Tropical rain forest,
consisting of rotting fern and pretty useless
wood that under pressure and heat had now,
after so many thousands of years, become a
valued source of heat, warmth and comfort to
people living in the cold.

Was it not the same in our life? Jesus
took us as we rotted away in our sin and made
us into something very valuable. Even as he
applies heat and pressure in and around us now,
we become a source of warmth and comfort to
other people in a cold world.

As we stumbled over mountains of coal
were scooped up and put on conveyer belts fi-
nally emerged from pitch black tunnels into cav-
erns that suddenly looked bright and light. The
change was remarkable. "Oh, yes" explained the
guide. "We spray the bigger tunnels with white
paint, that reflects the light. This way we not only

Rudi Lack
save energy by needing less light bulbs, but it
also brightens the whole atmosphere, dispels
depressive darkness and lifts our spirits."

The same is true spiritually. If we show
more of our white robe of righteousness, we can
dispel more of the gloomy darkness around us
and contribute to the lifting of the downcast spirit
that so often prevails among mankind.

On and on we went underground. De-
scending shafts to levels below, taking the train
again, walking, crawling to new coal faces where
miners were literally laying on their stomachs,
hacking at the coal. We were so deep inside the
earth, that the perspiration dripping from our
brows left funny looking patterns on our black-
ened faces.

But something else was dripping all
around. Water from the earth 's surface had
seeped hundreds, even thousands of meters
down into the tunnels. If water could penetrate
the hard crust of the earth through all these lay-
ers of rock, surely God could get through some
hard crusty hearts, penetrating the deep re-
cesses of men 's hearts to soften that which still
needed softening in life.

Lord, I thank you for the pressure and
heat makes me into something useful that brings
comfort to people in the cold. Help me to show
the whiteness that you brought into my life, so
that they will be cheered up and take courage.
Thank you that you penetrate with your living
water the deep recesses of my heart.
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