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Discouraged

He was an outstanding Prophet who
was called as a young man into the Lords s ser-
vice. However he did not do the Lord s work all
by himself. God gave him another young part-
ner, king Josiah. However Jeremiah is called the
weeping prophet and he does it lot.

As a team they tried to reform the coun-
try and lead people back to real godliness. But
after several years they realized the results were
not exactly what they had hoped for. The people
did have a certain religiosity, but they lacked a
real deep walk with God. Godlessness became
more rampant and Jeremiah got into more and
more hot water. people even wanted to kill him.

One day young Jeremiah had enough
and wanted to quit. That is why he says in Chap-
ter 12 of his book : why does the way of the
wicked prosper ? why are all they at ease and
thriving who deal very treacherously and deceit-
fully ? you are near in their mouth and far from
their heart. How long must the land mourn, and
the grass and herbs of the whole country wither
? Through the wickedness of those who dwell in
it, the beasts and the birds are consumed and
are swept away.

In other words Jeremiah says : «I am
going to throw in the towel and give up.

But God does not agree with him at all.
He replies in Jeremiah 12 : 5:; If you have
racedwith men on fool and they have tired you
out, then how can you compete with horses ?
And if you take to flight in a land of peace where
you feel secure, then what will you do when you

tread the tangled maze of jungle, haunted by li-
ons in the swelling of the Jordan?

Ah, finally it dawns on Jeremiah. There
is no point in giving up now. there will be more
severe attacks in the future, because God has
more assignments for me. All the difficulties up
until now have just been a fore taste of whatis to
come. But God will be with me and will help me
in the days to come.

Jesus, help me not to give up prema-
turely. Give me the strength to hang in there and
to your ambassador as long as you want me to
be.

"commit the WORD to them
that commit"
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