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Base camp

After a battle, King David returns to
Ziklag, where, days before, he and his soldiers
had left their wives, their children and all of their
belongings. But while they had been away, the
enemy had come and taken everything. They
had left Ziklag in ashes.

In this situation, David encourages him-
selfin the Lord and asks the Almighty if he should
pursue the enemy and if he will have the victory.
God answers in the affirmative and David sets
out with 600 men to pursue the enemy army.

But as they come to the brook Besor,
200 of his men are just too tired and worn out to
continue. So he leaves them there at the river
with everybody 's baggage and these 200 set
up base camp.

David continued with 400 men and God
granted him a great victory. David was able to
recoup everything. Nothing was missing. Now
they returned to base camp where some of the
front line soldiers spoke up. “These 200 did not
risk their lives. They only stayed with the bag-

gage and therefore they will not get the same
reward. They can take their wives and children,
But no more. All the rest belongs to us.

But David opposed them. He felt that
now, after this victory, everybody was going to
share equally. The ones who stayed behind,
looking after the baggage and the ones on the
front line of the battle were going to get equal
pay. In fact David wrote it into the law for all Is-
rael that day 1Sam. 30.

That is encouraging, because the Bible
says that he who serves a prophet, will get a
prophet 's reward. If you pray and support a mis-
sionary faithfully on the field, you will get a mis-
sionary 's reward. Be encouraged. If God has
called you to stay with the baggage you will get
the same reward in heaven as the front liners.

Thank you Lord, that you mea-
sure with divine measurements. When
| stay behind, help me to be faithful in
that role, so that in heaven you can re-
ward me justly.
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