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Disciples of Jesus-

The names of the apostlesof Jesus
aregiveninfour different listsinthe New
Testament. In Mark 3:14-19, in Mathew
10:2-4, in Luke 6:13-16 and Acts 1:13-
16. In all these lists Peter's name stands
first.

Peter was born in Bethsaida in
Galilee. He was the son of Jonaand was
like him, afisherman. Jesus saw Peter and
his brother Andrew casting nets into the
sea. They werefirst the Disciplesof John,
the baptist - when Jesus asked them to
follow Hin, they left everything and fol-
lowed. It was Jesuswho named Simon as
Cephas (Peter). He wanted these fisher-
men to catch men for the kingdom of God.
Though he wasan unschooled smplefish-
ermanfrom Galilee, Hewascaledtodis-
cipleship by jesus. He was the only dis-
ciple personally restored by the Lord.

Peter wasamarried man and when
his mother in law was sick, Jesus healed
her and she ministered to them. He was
quick to obey the Lord. Once he walked
on the sea by the command of Jesus. Pe-
ter wasthe only disciple who made great
and revealing comfessions about God. In
Caesarea Philippi when Jesus wanted to
know whom they thought he was, Peter
burst out " Thou art Simon bar - John, for
flesh and blood has not revealed this to
you, but my father, whoisin Heaven". Jesus
also said "you are Peter build my church.

1. Simon Peter
By Mrs. sargjini

Peter and on this rock | will build my
church and the gates of Hades shall not
prevail againstit. | will giveyouthekeys
of the Kingdom of Heaven and whatever
you bind on the earth will be bound in
Heaven and whatever you loose on the
earth shall be loosed in Heaven. "Thus
Peter proves to be the most powerful of
al the twelve desciples. Undoubtedly,
Peter was a man with the relevation of
God. It istrue God has choosen the poor
the foolish, the weak and the base things
of theworld to bring to nothing thethings
of the end that no flesh should glory in
His presence (1Cor 1:27-29)

At the same time there were
accasions, when Peter was rebuked by
Jesus. When Jesus was telling about the
many sufferings he would undergo at
Jerusalem and finally bekilled. Peter said
far beit fromyou Lord, thisshall not hap-
pen to you" Jesus said "Get behind me,
Satan. You are not mindful of the things
of God, but the things of men"; We must
remember thet christian life is alife of
suffering like Christs. No crown without
Cross.

Peter was one among the choosen
three disciples of God. Jesus took Peter,
James and John to a high mountain and
transfigured before them. Peter saw
Moses and Elizah talking to Jesus and at
once always quick to respond to Situa-
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tions. Hewasimpulsiveand impetuous but
God wants usto be prudent.

Peter asks Jesus several important
guestions regarding alife of faith. Once
he asked how many times we must for-
giveour sinning brother. Hewasasked to
forgive not just seven times but seventy
times seven and Peter accepted the of -
fer. If wewant God to forgive our sins, it
istruethat weforgive our enemiesall our
life. Another time when Jesus preached
that those who set their minds on wealth
will not inherit the kingdom of God, Pe-
ter questioned Jesus asto what he would
recieve having followed him leaving ev-
erything (Math 19:16-27). It appearsthat
Peter followed Jesus for somegain. Itis
truethat now - a- days many peoplewnat
to follow Jesusfor some material gain or
prosperity. We must remember that Jesus
came to save the sinners and give them
eternal lifein heaven.

Peter once said that he would lay
down hislifefor christs sake but for fear
of hislife, at thetime of trail, he denied
Jesus three times as fore told by Jesus.
Yet before the ascention of Jesus he was
made to confess his love for jesus three
times. But this sametimid and cowardly
Peter, after recieving the holy spirit onthe
Pentecost day, turned out to be a coura-
geous and enlightened preacher to pro-
clamthat jesusis God and thousnads be-
lieved in Jesus. He did many miraclesin
the name of Jesus, strengthened thefaith
of believerswho suffered persecution in

the early church. (Acts 4:19,20 and
5:28,29)

Finally he ment to Rome where
emporer Mero imprisoned him for con-
verting hisfamily membersto christianity.
After nine months Peter was brought out,
scouraged and crucified with nine head
downwards, apainful posture he himself
choose because he counted himself un-
worthy to becrusified inthe sameway as
his Lord. The bassilica of St.Peter's Ca-
thedral in Romeis supposed to have been
erected where Peter was cricified .
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