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Disciples of Jesus - 3. James

James and his brother John werethe
sons of Zebedee. They lived in Capernaum,
a city on the lake of Galilee, not far from
Bethsaida. These two brothers obliged the
summons of Jesusto become. Hisdisciples,
leaving their father, followed the Lord. Jesus
called them Bonerges, the sons of thunder,
on account of their vigorous minds and fi-
ery disposition. Once Jesusand hisdisciples
entered a village of the Samaritans (Luke
9:52-54). They refused to give hospitality
to Jesus. When James and John saw this,
they wanted to bring down fire upon that
village. Such wastheir zeal for the Lord and
wanted to react and do as Elizah did. But
Jesus averted them saying that the son of
man has come not to destroy men'slives but
to save them. James and John along with
Peter formed the inner circle of disciples
who were present with Jesus in some of the
special momentsinthelifeof Jesus- onthe
mount of transfiguration, while raising
gairus daughter and in the garden of
Gethsemane on the night when Jesus was
betrayed.

The closeness of these brothers to
jesus was seen when they ask Jesusto grant
them to sit, one on His right and the other
on the left in His glory. Their bold and
blessed assurance to be with God in glory
is really very commendable. May be they
are alittle ambitions and selfish. But Jesus
tellsthem that "it isnot for Him to give, but
is for those whom it is prepared” (Mark
10:35-40) The other disciples were dis-
pleased with James and John but Jesustells
them how one who desiresto be great must
beadaveand aservant. Hereisalesson for

every christianwho aspirefor greatnss, power
andauthority.

James was with the other disciples
at the sea of Tibaria, when the ressirected
Lord showedHimself to them a third time
and gavethem broad and fish to eat. Healso
witnessed the ascention of Jesus. He was
also with the disciples in the upper room
and waited for the Holy spirit to come upon
them, as promissed by God.

In obedience to the last command
of Jesus, "Go into al the world and preach
the gospel to every creature" James wit-
nessed and preached the Gospel of truth until
his death. James martyrdom is reported in
Acts12:2. Jamesisconsidered to bethefirst
of the apostle who died as a martyr. He was
killed by Herod Agrippal, the grandson of
Herod the great. History tells us that when
Herod Agrippawas made governor of gudea
by the Roman emperor, he began persecut-
ing christians and singled out James as an
object of his vengance. When the apostle
was led out to die, aman who brought false
accusation against him, walked with him to
the place of execution . Insted of looking
pale and frightened , James face was bright
and joyous. The fa se witness became con-
vinced that the saviour whom James be-
lieved must be the true god. Thus he got
converted to Chrigtianity History says that
James and witness were beheaded on the
same day with the same sword in the year
of our Lord 44. How amazing ! Jamesat the
time of death too , he was attracting people
to follow Jesus , may we aso be our life
and witness, attract people to Jesus .

May God help Us!
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